
My Darling Columbine by Misty Goldman 

“Favorite Flowers of the Chesapeake Master Gardeners” 
 

Latin Name: Aquilegia flabellate  

Common name: Fan Columbine 

Family name:  Ranunculaceae 

The picture above is one of 4 Columbine plants living in my 

garden today. This is my second attempt and it’s going 

much better! I especially like this plant because of its 

delicate leaves that resemble clovers.  As much as I hate to 

say it, I actually first purchased this plant at one of the big 

box stores a few springs past.  Before I became interested in 

being a Master Gardener, I was guilty of shopping 

specifically with the goal of filling a space only.  I recently 

moved into a new home with much more space to garden, 

but I inherited a not well-loved space.  I’m the impatient, 

well make that I was the impatient sort of gardener.  Plant it 

and watch it every day waiting for the reward to pay off.  Did I mention I have Golden Retrievers? Yeah, wrong 

plant, wrong place, quickly destroyed under 8 paws.  On attempt number two, I wised up and planted it in the 

front garden where rambunctious paws do not tread! 

The beautiful blue in this plant makes it a great companion plant to anything yellow but these were placed in my 

Encore Azalea bed where the dominate color is red.  They get morning sun and afternoon shade in this space.  

The delicate flowers are bushy, clump-forming and can grow 8- 18" tall which makes them a good foreground 

plant to the Azalea because it stays blooming after the Azaleas fade.  The flowers are spectacular!  To me they 

almost look like a Kaleidoscope. They start downward but turn out upward facing with long-spurred, primarily 

two-tone flowers with white corollas (5 petals) that resemble a star. Their bushy yellow stamens add a third 

color. The plant is usually done by mid-summer when the temps rise.  It can be cut to the ground and will be 

back in early spring.  It is also known to attract hummingbirds. 

• Can be grown in zones 3 – 8.  

• Bushy, clumping perennial.   

• Moderate water needs.  

• Will self-seed.  

• Full sun to part shade  

• Deer and rabbit tolerant.   

• Blooms April – May. 
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